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few months ago when I asked for a
briefing from the Department of Jus-
tice and the Internal Revenue Service
on these pending cases. I thought, Mr.
Speaker, based on these hearings and
so forth, that the meeting at my re-
quest was going to take 10 minutes and
that the officials were going to come in
and my question was: What is hap-
pening to the people who are caught in
the middle of this? I thought they were
going to come in and they would say,
you know: Mr. ROSKAM, here is a list or
whatever. We can’t give you a list, but
here is all disposed of.

No, no, no, no. An hour and a half
later, at the end of this discussion, I
turned to the Department of Justice of-
ficials, Mr. Speaker, and I said: I am
more afraid of you now than when I
started this meeting. Do you want to
know why I am afraid of you? Because
you are acting in a completely obtuse
manner.

When I asked what happened to these
people’s money, the officials told me,
Mr. Speaker, that the money had been
absorbed into the Federal system. Let
me repeat that. They said that the
money had been absorbed into the Fed-
eral system—wrongly absorbed, but ab-
sorbed nevertheless. That this could
come out of the mouth of someone who
works for the Department of Justice I
found to be completely absurd.

I asked a simple question: What hap-
pens if my constituents owe a tax li-
ability, don’t pay the tax liability, and
spend the money on something else?
What do you do to them? And I an-
swered the question: What you do to
them is you put a lien on their house
and you put them in prison, that is
what you do.

So don’t you see, Mr. Speaker, what
we are dealing with? We have got to
get to this situation, and we have got
to get to making sure that power is
used appropriately and it is not abused.
I think this legislation that, again, is
bipartisan, comes forward and it says
it strikes the right balance, and if
there is an underlying bad act—that is,
an illegal activity—there is no one that
is going to find any comfort in this
bill; however, for the innocent folks
who are not abusing this, they will find
great comfort.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, Congress has
a chance to right a wrong in the law by
passing this bill.

We always say that, in the U.S., you
are innocent until proven guilty, but
the civil asset forfeiture policies im-
posed by the Federal Government don’t
always reflect that basic premise.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote for
this bill.

But let me be clear. While we are cor-
recting an injustice in one area, this
bill reminds us of the importance of a
larger discussion on much-needed
criminal justice reform.

I hope that this larger issue can also
be tackled by this year’s Congress.
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Just like the Clyde family and the
Hirsch family and the Sowers family,
whom we named this bill for, far too
many American families have seen the
U.S. justice system not work on behalf
of them. We need to address that issue
of criminal justice reform in the same
bipartisan way, Mr. Speaker, that Mr.
ROSKAM and the entire Ways and
Means Committee dealt with civil
asset forfeiture.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know how dif-
ficult it is to birth a calf. I am a boy
from Woodside, Queens. I used to say
we had no running water growing up
where I came from. Well, we had run-
ning water in my home, but we didn’t
have any streams; we had no ponds, no
lakes. The closest I got to the water—
I want the violins to come out now—
the closest I got to the water was
Rockaway Beach in Queens. But my
wife is from Montana, and she grew up
on a ranch. She may certainly have an
inclination how difficult that is.

But let me say, on behalf of the
American people, we want to apolo-
gize—though it is not necessarily our
place—for the entire Federal Govern-
ment. We didn’t impose this on the
Clyde family or the Hirsch family or
the Sowers family, but they do deserve
an apology, not just from the IRS, but
from the American people as well, all
taxpayers.

But the Clyde family, the Hirsch
family, and the Sowers family, I don’t
know where their families came from. I
do not know their ethnicity. I do not
know their political persuasion. I do
not know what religion they practice,
if any at all. But what I do know is
they are American citizens, so they de-
serve to be treated with justice under
the law.

In these particular cases, they sought
justice and were denied it; and we are
restoring that today with the passage
of this bill, not only for them, but for
all Americans who find themselves in
this situation. For that, I am grateful
for my friend from Illinois, for his te-
nacity; but I am also grateful for the
tenacity of these families to not sit
back and allow this to happen not only
to themselves, but to potentially fu-
ture victims. That is what their legacy
will be. I hope their families are proud
of what they have accomplished.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I think Mr. CROWLEY made a great
point, and that is there is a great
temptation when the Federal Govern-
ment comes after you—I would imag-
ine, a great temptation—to cower to
the intimidation. The government has
a lot of power, and the government in
this case figuratively reached out and
grabbed these families by the throat
and choked them and used power that
was not correct to use against them,
and it was unjust.

It would have been an easy thing for
these families to just sit back and take
it and so forth, but they didn’t do that.
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I think the fact that they didn’t do
that, Mr. Speaker, and they are willing
to stand up and fight is a good fore-
shadowing of things to come. In other
words, they told their story; Members
of Congress heard their story, and we
have been able to move and seek jus-
tice, not only changing underlying
policies within the executive branch,
but also changing an underlying stat-
ute.

The other body has introduced this,
and I am hopeful that it will be consid-
ered in an expeditious manner.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for his sup-
port and advocacy. I urge passage of
the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROS-
KAM) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5523, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1832
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WESTMORELAND) at 6
o’clock and 32 minutes p.m.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 670, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 5785, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 5690, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

——————

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST FAIRNESS
AND MEDICAID IMPROVEMENT
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
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